02°]euO1eUISIUIURWMOI UO \Cowg.r 1esnu
6TAVINITY ©2P02 Y1IM 0460€ DARS / SIUSWRAO < Aydosojiyd « ydei3ouoyy

Auewlag “Aysianiun Sizdia ‘A1oay | |eI13|0d JO J0SS3)0Id Iees umlep
¥3N3LS 13INVa
‘A1oay] 1esnu) A8 G3LVISNVHL

pandde 1e2 3y3iw auo yeym jo sajdwexs 3sauly ayj Jo
9UO SI SIY] S3dadu0d dAIzBWIOU PaysIiayd 3sow s,Aepoy
JO duo—azijews)qoid pue—xuiyias A)jed1314d 03 |00}
Ingamod e yum wiy sapinosd A3o0j0aeyd.e s,3jnesno-
Jo uonejasdiayul |esidojopoyiaw jeuidiio Aysiy siH
*A103Y3 |B120S JUDJIND Ul 9IBJY DAIIDUIISIP B SARI) |]IM
al._”mwm 1ey3x00(q 3uijeuldse} e USRIIM Sey uuew|a30/ Japall4

NNYWTIDO0A ¥3a3iy4

TYHOILYHEILNI

VSN ‘Aisisniun

BIqWiN|o) pue Unpjueld jo AlsisAlun ‘Aydoso)iyd Jo 10Ssaj0ld ‘YIRUUOH |oXy
‘lesp!

]e1d14149eS B Yyons 0} wu:m_ww:m puIqg SIy3 Jo—}9s Y3 AHAOSOTIHd ‘ALITYNINIYD 'H0aV1
duideys pue uo upJOM e JI0YD |enuUIIUOD € JO WO}

93 U1—1S02 1248 DY) 921|834 Sh SO} eW SIY] "3]qISIA >._._|_—m_m2°n—mum

aW023( SIAY}0 0} pue SaA|sWay} 03 Ajigisuodsal

21nquye oym $323[qns Jo swoysnd auess ay3 40 T13dS 3HL

2J9YM ‘9JN3Nd JNo }Jo Ssuidiew AIsA Y3 03 sh saye}
uuew|930) Japali4 ‘A3ojopoyraw ueipinednod e 3uisn

m
w0
o
m
>
w»
=
<
L~]
m
7]
=
(]
(=)
=
m
£
)
(=]
o
b
)
=
(2]
-
=
3
b
~
=
e
m
(=]
=5
=




ROWMAN &

LITTLEFIELD rowmaninternational.com

INTERNATIONAL

The Spell of Responsibility
Labor, Criminality, Philosophy

By Frieder Vogelmann and Daniel Steuer
Part of the series Essex Studies in Contemporary Critical Theory

Most people would agree that we should behave and act in a responsible way. Yet only 200 years
ago, ‘responsibility’ was only of marginal importance in discussions of law and legal practice, and
it had little ethical significance. What is the significance of the fact that ‘responsibility’ now plays
such a central role in, for example, work, the welfare state, or the criminal justice system? What
happens when individuals are generally expected to think of themselves as ‘responsible” agents?
And what are the consequences of the fact that the philosophical analysis of ‘responsibility’
focuses almost exclusively on conditions of agency that are mostly absent from real life?

Frieder Vogelmann demonstrates how large parts of philosophy have fallen under responsibility’s
spell, and he uses a Foucauldian approach in an attempt to break it. The three axes of

power, knowledge, and self are used in a detailed analysis of the practical regimes of labour
(including the welfare state), criminality (including policing, punishment practices, and criminal
proceedings), and philosophy, and of the two subject positions required by ‘responsibility’—
those of the attributors and bearers of responsibility—within them. The power relations between
these positions, which Vogelmann carefully excavates from the grounds of our practices, reveal
that the deck is stacked unevenly from the start.

Frieder Vogelmann is Visiting Professor for Critical Social Theory at the Goethe-University
Frankfurt, Germany. Daniel Steuer is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Applied Philosophy,
Politics and Ethics (CAPPE) in the School of Humanities, University of Brighton, UK.
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